Regional Consultation on a Proposed Assessment on the Role of Agricultural Science and Technology in Reducing Hunger, Improving Rural Livelihoods and Stimulating Environmentally Sustainable Economic Growth in the Coming Decades

31 March – 1 April 2003

Paris, France

March 31, Monday
0830
Welcome
France

0845
Plenary presentation and discussion on the scope of the proposed assessment




Bob Watson

1000
Tea

1030
Breakout groups on scope and key questions

There is broad acknowledgement that improvements in agriculture can increase food security and alleviate poverty. In this meeting we want to focus on the key questions in agricultural science and technology that decision makers need answered in order to formulate policies that result in fewer hungry, poor people. 

Some ground rules for use in formulating questions:

· Use a broad definition of agriculture (one that includes livestock, aquaculture and forestry, commodities and biomass)

· Focus on scientific and technical issues related to agriculture, i.e., increased production, product diversification, and human nutrition; and related environmental, social and institutional considerations
· Encompass the full range of existing and possible future technologies; and 
· Keep in mind that these questions will be used to produce a high-quality assessment that analyzes existing knowledge to identify gaps where we need more information and more research in order to capture the full range of perspectives along the entire agricultural chain.
1300 
Lunch

1430
Breakout groups on scope and key questions

1630
Plenary presentation of breakout groups

April 1, Tuesday

0830
Plenary presentation and discussion on organization and governance of proposed assessment



Robert Watson

1000
Tea

1030
Breakout groups on organization and governance

1300
Lunch

1430
Plenary presentation of breakout groups

1700
Closing remarks

